DISEASE   AND   THE    LAW

boast of some of the foremost pioneers of health education, men
like Bernhard Christoph Faust (1755-1842) whose Catechism of
Health was translated into English and published in Great Britain
in five editions and in the United States in four editions.

The liberal attitude has serious limitations in the field of public
health because it presupposes a standard of political education and
a sense of social responsibility that few people possess. Quackery
flourished in England more than in any other country. In Germany
until 1869 medicine could be practised legally only by licensed
physicians, but in that year the new Gewerbeordnung, the code
regulating trades, permitted everyone who chose to do so, to give
medical care and to collect fees for it, as long as he did not call
himself a physician. Only licensed physicians were allowed to use
that designation. This queer and at the time much criticized regu-
lation was largely due to the liberalism of Rudolf Virchow, who
justified it by declaring that the individual should have the free-
dom to select his own healer. He added that since the people were
reasonable they would be able to differentiate between a genuine
physician and a quack.

The limitations of liberalism were also apparent in the resist-
ance to the enactment of vaccination laws in Anglo-Saxon coun-
tries and in several Swiss cantons. The individual's personal liberty
was thought to be seriously endangered by forcing him to become
sick artificially, if only slightly and for a few days, in order to pro-
tect him and others from really serious illness later on. The benefits,
however, are so obvious and the discomfort suffered so small that
a socially advanced population will unhesitatingly accept vac-
cination and other immunization techniques.

A misinterpreted liberalism is also responsible for resistance to
the compulsory treatment of venereal diseases. The result is that
their incidence is very much higher in such countries than it is in
those where the treatment is free for everybody but obligatory.

Freedom is often confused with anarchy. In the highly special-
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